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SUBJECT: GEN. PERKINS ON OPERATIONS IN DHOFAR 

SUMMARY: COMMANDER OF SULTAN'S ARMED FORCES (CSAF) IS PRE- 
PARING OMANI AND IRANIAN FORCES FOR FALL CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
DHOFAR REBELS. WHILE TOUGHNESS AND GUERRILLA FIGHTING SKILLS 
OF THE ENEMY GUARANTEE SOME HARD GOING, GEN. PERKINS IS 
OPTIMISTIC THAT BY NEXT SPRING THERE WILL BE SHARP REDUCTION 
IN ENEMY-CONTROLLED TERRITORY AS WELL AS DIMINISHED ENEMY 
CAPABILITY TO CONDUCT NUISANCE ACTIONS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN 
PORTIONS OF DHOFAR MOUNTAIN RANGE. HE BELIEVES OMANI CIVIL 
DEPARTMENTS MUST NOW MOVE IN MORE AGGRESSIVELY TO BUILD ON 
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MOUNTAIN TRIBESMEN FOR CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. IRANIAN MANPOWER 
REMAINS A KEY ELEMENT IN CSAF PLANNING. END SUMMARY. 

1. SAF COMMANDER GEN. PERKINS CONDUCTED INFORMAL BRIEFING 
FOR COMIDEASTFOR AND AMBASSADOR OVER TEA AT HIS HOME DURING 
RADM BIGLEY'S INITIAL VISIT TO MUSCAT EARLY THIS WEEK. HE 
SPOKE OF CONTINUING PROGRESS AGAINST DHOFAR REBELS AND 
EMPHASIZED GROWING EXPERIENCE AND CONFIDENCE OF OMANI OFFICERS 
AND SOLIDERS. HE FINDS THEM LESS OFTEN SEEKING WHAT TO DO 
NEXT; NOW THEY THINK AHEAD. MAKE PROPOSALS AND WANT TO 

BUILD ON MILITARY MOMENTUM GAINED IN PAST COUPLE OF YEARS AND 
THUS "FINISH THE JOB" IN DHOFAR. WHILE THIS SPRING AND 
SUMMER SAF HAS CONCENTRATED ON CONSOLIDATING LAST WINTER'S 
MILITARY GAINS BETWEEN HORNBEAM AND DAMAVAND LINES, AUTUMN 
PLANS ARE TO DRIVE FURTHER INTO RUGGED JABAL TERRAIN OF 
WESTERN DHOFAR. CSAF VAGUE ON TIMING, BUT OFFENSIVE OBVIOUSLY 
WILL AWAIT END OF RAMADAN IN EARLY OCTOBER. 

2. GEN. PERKINS HOPES AND INDEED EXPECTS THAT BY NEXT SPRING 
SAF WILL HAVE GAINED CONTROL OVER SHIRISHITTI CAVE COMPLEX 
WEST OF DAMAVAND LINE THAT PROVED TOO TOUGH A NUT TO CRACK LAST 
WINTER. HE FORESEES THAT THE REMAINING "500 OR SO" ACTIVE 

REBELS WILL THEN NOT ONLY BE REDUCED SUBSTANTIALLY IN NUMBERS 
BUT COMPRESSED INTO FAR WESTERN MOUNTAIN SECTOR. THIS IS 
NOT TO SAY THERE CAN BE PERFECT SECURITY AGAINST MININGS AND 
ATTACKS BY SMALL BANDS OF REBEL DIEHARDS IN CENTRAL OR EVEN 
EASTERN DHOFAR MOUNTAINS BY THEN, BUT SECURITY WOULD BE SUCH 
AS TO ENABLE INTENSIFIED CIVIL AID PROGRAMS NOT ONLY IN THE 
EAST BUT ALSO IN AREAS RETAKEN SINCE FALL OF 1974. WITH PRIME 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ASSURING TRIBAL LOYALTIES THEREAFTER 
RESTING IN HANDS OF CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION, PERKINS IS CONCERNED 
TO GET CENTRAL OMANI MINISTRIES ACTIVELY INVOLVED AND COMMITTED 
IN JABAL REHABILITATION PROCESS (AND OBVIOUSLY HAS SERIOUS 
DOUBTS THIS IS BEING DONE FAST ENOUGH). 

3. CLEARLY CSAF DOES NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE OPPOSITION. 

PERKINS STRESSED ENEMY'S ENDURANCE AND TENACITY WHICH, IN 
COMBINATION WITH THEIR FAMILIARITY WITH ENTANGLED TERRAIN OF 
THE DHOFAR MOUNTAINS, HAVE MADE THIS SUCH A LONG STRUGGLE. 

HE ALLUDED TO RECENT LOSS OF SOAF (SULTAN OF OMAN'S AIR FORCE) 
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STRIKEMASTER TO ENEMY SAM-7 MISSILE, NOTING THAT AT SAME TIME 
TWO OTHER MISSILES WERE UNSUCCESSFULLY FIRED AT OTHER SOAF AIR 
CRAFT. BUT HE DID NOT SEEM OVERLY CONCERNED WITH THIS NEW 
ENEMY WEAPON. (SOAF COMMANDER BENNETT TWO NIGHTS BEFORE IN 
PRESENCE AMBASSADOR FLATLY ASSURED PERKINS THAT SOAF KNEW HOW 
TO COUNTER SAM-7 AND PREDICTED THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER 
AIRCRAFT LOSSES FROM IT.) 
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4. ASKED ABOUT PERFORMANCE OF IRANIAN TROOPS, GE. PERKINS 
WAS UNUSUALLY COMPLIMENTARY. HE CALLED THEM BRAVE, HARD- 
WORKING, AND COURAGEOUS EVEN IN THE FACE OF CASUALTIES. 

SAID HIS MAIN PROBLEM WITH THEM IS FREQUENCY WITJSWHICH THEY 
ARE ROTATED IN AND OUT OF OMAN. EACH SIX MONTHS OR SO, JUST 
WHEN THEY HAVE WORKED OFF THEIR GREENESS, THEY REDEPLOY AND 
FRESH UNITS FLY IN. THERE IS NO QUESTION IN PERKINS' MIND 

BUT THAT IRANIAN PURPOSE IS TO "BLOOD" AS MANY OF THEIR UNITS 
AS POSSIBLE TO SEE WHAT THEY ARE MADE OF. SAF FEELS HELPLESS 
TO RESIST THIS PRACTICE AND DESPITE IT IS EXTREMELY GRATEFUL 
FOR THE ADDITIONAL MANPOWER PROVIDED BY SHAH'S MEN. PERKINS 
STRESSED THAT HE PERSONALLY SPENDS ONE OR TWO DAYS WEEKLY 
WITH IRANIAN UNITS IN DHOFAR. 

5. JORDANIAN BATTALION THAT HAS MAINTAINED SALALAH-MIDWAY 
ROAD SECTOR WILL BE DEPARTING THIS MONTH, A MOVE PERKINS SEES 
AS DICTATED BY PRESSURES WITHIN JORDAN AND CERTAINLY NOT BY 
ANY WEAKENING OF KING HUSSEIN’S SUPPORT FOR OMANI PROSECUTION 
OF DHOFAR CAMPAIGN. JORDANIAN ENGINEERING COMPANY THAT CAME 
IN TWO YEARS AGO WILL REAMIN, AS. OF COURSE, WILL THE 31 
HAWKER HUNTERS. (EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS, HOWEVER, THAT ONLY 
ONE OR TWO HUNTERS ARE CURRENTLY OPERATIONAL; DELAYS IN 
HIRING PILOTS AND SHORTAGES OF SPARES ARE REASONS USUALLY 
GIVEN FOR THIS.) 

WOLLE 
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